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A paper presented at the “Christian Scholarship—for 
What?” conference, Calvin College, September 28, 2001. 

In our judgment, perceptive cultural critics Wes 
Jackon, Wendell Berry, and David Orr are right. 
Colleges and universities—small or large, public 
or private, Christian or secular-tend to educate 
for upward mobility, to alienate people from 
their local habitation, and to encourage the 
vandalization of the earth. In short, education 
today is in many respects education for global 
homelessness. In this paper we intend (briefly) 
to explore these claims about contemporary 
education, to set forth an alternative vision of 
education, and to describe some of the practi-
cal implications of such a biblically informed 
vision. Our thesis is simple. We propose that 
Christian higher education ought explicitly to 
aim at homecoming and homemaking. 

What happens if we allow “homecoming” to be 
the guiding metaphor for our educational praxis? 
Erazim Kohak has wisely noted that metaphors 
“shape the context of our experience as a mean-
ingful whole, deciding in the process not only 

what is primary and what derivative, but also 
who we ought to be and how we ought to act.” 
In this sense, “a metaphor is a mask that molds 
the wearer’s face.” If the real metaphor of higher 
education in America is that of “upward mobil-
ity,” and if it is this metaphor that shapes our 
view of the student as client, customer, resource, 
professional-in-training, and citizen, then what 
happens if we shift the metaphor? What happens 
if we abandon upward mobility … and choose 
instead to foster an education for homemak-
ing? What would that look like? If biblical faith 
shapes an imagination in which this world is our 
creational home, homelessness is the result of 
misplaced faith and failed stewardship, and the 
hope of redemption is for nothing less than the 
homecoming of God to a restored earth, then 

“homemaking” is a good candidate for a guiding 
metaphor in Christian educational endeavors. 

We revisit Jackson, Berry and Orr to under-
stand better their complaint. Then we follow 
the lead of Berry and Orr to provisionally and 
imaginatively suggest what such a homemaking 
vision might look like if it became formative of 
our educational practice. 

by Steven Bouma-Prediger
Hope College 
and Brian J. Walsh
University of Toronto

   ducation for 
Homelessness or 
Homemaking? 

The Christian College in a Postmodern Culture

http://www.cacsdhome.com
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Postmodern Homelessness 
Jackson, Berry and Orr would all agree 
that contemporary education, at all stages, 
but most decidedly at the university level, 
is a process of forming people who will 
be residents, not inhabitants. This is an 
education of upward mobility that results in 
a pedagogy of disconnection and an ethos 
of displacement. In the context of a global 
economy, higher education produces career-
oriented consumers who have no intimate 
knowledge of, or sense of commitment to, 
any place. This is an education for homeless-
ness. 

It is no surprise then, that the postmodern 
condition is so often described in terms 
of homelessness. Postmodern a/theologian 
Mark Taylor describes the postmodern self 
as a “wanderer,” a “drifter,” “attached to no 
home,” and “always suspicious of stopping, 
staying and dwelling.” Interestingly, such 
a postmodern homeless drifter bears more 
than a casual resemblance to the endlessly 
acquisitive ego of late modernity, consum-
ing the products, and more importantly, the 
images, that global capitalism serves up. The 
commodification of all of life, most fully re-
alized in the imperial regime of global capi-
talism, renders us all restless and insatiable 
consumers, unable to settle, permanently ex-

iled from home. Elie Wiesel is right. Ours is 
the age of the expatriate, the refugee and the 
wanderer. “Never before have so many fled 
from so many homes.” But this is no longer 
exclusively the socio-cultural condition of 
the politically, ethnically and economically 
oppressed. We are now all in exile, all dis-
placed, all disconnected from any sense of 
place that could carry the full weight of the 
notion of home. And education has been a 
co-conspirator in producing this culture of 
homelessness. 

Homemaking, Homelessness 
and Hospitality 
Earlier we asked what an education that is 
shaped by the guiding metaphor of home-
making might be. A closely related metaphor 
to home is that of hospitality. Home without 
hospitality is more akin to a fortress of exclu-
sion and self-protection than anything that 
would cut through our disconnected place-
lessness with a place-shaped community. In a 
post September 11, 2001 world, the last thing 
we need is that kind of stance in defense of 
the “homeland.” Down that path there is 
only more homelessness. Rather, home in the 
face of the other—especially the homeless or 
oppressed other—can never be a fortress. On 
this point, Emmanuel Levinas taps deeper 
springs of biblical insight with his insistence 
on the priority of the other who “paralyzes 
possession” of the home in order to keep 
home open to hospitality. 

David I. Smith and Barbara Carvill have 
suggested that hospitality to the stranger can 
serve as “a metaphor for the way both teach-
ers and students understand and interact 
with otherness.” And while their discussion 
of the implications of such a metaphor 
clearly bears fruit in the area of foreign 
language education, education as hospital-
ity is also thoroughly congruent with the 

direction of our proposal for education as 
homemaking. Hospitality, within the ethos 
of the classroom, in response to legitimate 
plurality and as an epistemological stance vis 
á vis the world is, we think, deeply home-
making. 

And, of course, there would be something 
profoundly perverse about a discussion 
of an education for homemaking without 
addressing the pressing problems of geo-
political and economic homelessness. If it is 
tragically ironic that an increase in literacy 
seems to always accompany an increase 

in ecological illiteracy, then it is doubly 
tragic that a culture of affluent, upwardly 
mobile nomads should also produce mil-
lions of people who literally have no roof 
over their heads. This is truly a culture of 
homelessness, and the people on our inner 
city streets, together with the international 
refugees lined up at our borders seeking 
economic, political and ethnic refuge bear 
witness to the moral bankruptcy of our 
culture and the complicity of education in 
that bankruptcy. Precisely because an educa-
tion for homemaking is an education rooted 
in hospitality, Christian scholarship is called 
to shape character, communities, economic 
and political structures and churches that 
offer a place for the placeless, home for the 
homeless. 

So our questions are, “Christian scholar-
ship—for whom?” For the homeless in our 
midst. The homeless wanderers that we have 
all become. For the homemaking God who 
is coming. And “Christian scholarship—for 
where?” For our neighborhoods, our 
streams, our forests. For God’s good earth. 
And “Christian scholarship—for what?” For 
homemaking in the Kingdom of God. For 
the restoration of the creational home. For 
repairing the breach and restoring streets to 
live in. 

Full text of this article (with complete treat-
ments of Jackson, Berry, and Orr) available at 
http://crc.sa.utoronto.ca/articles/CalvinConf.html, 
accessed February 20, 2006. Used with permission 
from Brian Walsh.

Dr. Brian Walsh is the chaplain with Christian 
Reformed Campus Ministries at the University of 
Toronto. He will be the keynote speaker for this 
year’s CACSD conference, May 24-26 (see ad on 
page 3).

Education for Home continued from page 1

Precisely because an education for homemaking is an 
education rooted in hospitality, Christian scholarship is 

called to shape character, communities, economic and 
political structures and churches that offer a place 

for the placeless, home for the homeless.
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   ditor’s Notes
Scott Francis observes, “There are two 
types of writers out there. Those who 
publish, influencing the world, and the 
rest of us who wish we did. … The blog 
is the tipping point” (http://estonk-
nights.blogspot.com/2006/04/blogging-
makes-you-rich.html#links). The blog 
is in the “self-publishing” realm. It is 
mind boggling to think of all the words 
that have been proliferated via the Inter-
net—particularly the words from people 
whose voices would not otherwise have 
been heard. 
 
I began blogging—tentatively—in July 
2004. I posted in August 2004, then not 
again until February 2005! So it was a 
slow build. Unfortunately, I do not yet 
measure up to Scott’s high standards; he 
admonishes, “Any blogger worth their 
HTML will update weekly.” Oh well. I’ll 
do what I can.

With the advent of the internet, what 
will happen to print publishing? What 
will happen to journals like Partner? 

Partner has been converted to the elec-
tronic format of pdf files. This means 
CACSD can distribute it without print-
ing costs and postage. Distribution is 
still limited to CACSD members only, 
yet the journal can be shared more easily 
than a print versions. We can publish it 
in full colour, and it is up to the recipi-
ent to print or not, and in colour or in 
black-and-white. 

Anybody can blog. That’s the beauty 
of the informal medium. But there’s 
no quality or content control. The 
proliferation of online self-publish-
ing means there’s a lot of material out 
there. Rather than eclipse a journal 

like Partner, I find that it stimulates me 
to think about what really matters to 
CACSD members and to seek for the 
best writing. Partner has great potential 
as the voice of Canadian Christians 
working in Student Development. My 
desire is to encourage and nurture the 
writers among us. 

I’ll end by citing Scott Francis again: 
“Reading and listening makes one 
broad minded, verbose, and wise. Speak-
ing and more so writing makes one 
sharp minded, articulate, and influen-
tial. Keep writing through the summer. 
Make us all proud.”

By Colleen Taylor
Dean of Student Households
Briercrest College & Seminary

“See, the home of God is among mortals.  God will dwell with them; they will be God’s peoples, and God will be with them.”  
Revelation 21:3b

May 24-26 2006 

Heritage College and Seminary
Cambridge, ON
see website for information and to register 

 www.cacsdhome.com
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     uman Suffering, 
the Response of God, 
and the Role of Student Life

Suffering is an element of life known to 
all humanity.  It is painful and difficult, 
and it seems that most people long for 
the day when the suffering can be over.  
Where is God in the midst of suffer-
ing?  Throughout history people have 
asked this question, an entire book of 
the Bible is dedicated to one man’s story 
of suffering, and continually no direct, 
simple answer is given.  This article is 
intended to set forth a dialogue regard-
ing human suffering, and the role that 
God plays in it, and to shed some light 
on the role of Student Development 
professionals in the midst of it all.

Definition
Tormont Webster (1987) defines suf-
fering as “to feel pain or distress after 
suffering a loss, injury or punishment; 
to endure evil, injury, harm, pain or 

death; and to endure, bear or stand”.  
In order to better understand the full 
definition, let us look at the word bear.  
Webster (1987) defines to bear as “to 
support; hold up; to carry on one’s per-
son, convey; To carry as if in the mind; 
to have a visible characteristic; to have 
a visible quality or form; to conduct or 

carry oneself; to be accountable for; and 
to tolerate or endure.”   As can be seen 
from the above definitions the idea of 
suffering is a loaded word.  There are 
many implications and nuances, and 
truthfully, the full meaning of the word 
has been lost in the modern world.

A Biblical Perspective
The book of Job is the most often cited 
source of Scripture that people use to 
seek to understand suffering.  Their 
search for answers, however, is in vain.  
The book of Job “does not provide a 
theological answer to the problem of 
suffering.  Instead it shows how suffer-
ing is both a challenge to faith and an 
opportunity for those made in the im-
age of God to mature in trusting their 
creator” (Konkel, 2000).

The reality is that life is a mystery, and 
one that includes suffering.  Traditional 
Hebrew wisdom says that suffering is 
the result of sin (Konkel, 2000).  Good 
deeds are rewarded and bad deeds are 
punished.  The book of Job challenges 
this paradigm: Job is a righteous man 
who suffers greatly, both physically and 

emotionally.  His friends accuse him of 
sinning, but, as seen in the prologue of 
the book, his life does not match this 
theology.  After many long chapters of 
questioning, accusations, rebuttals, and 
struggle, God answers Job out of the 
whirlwind and 
the response 
he brings 
himself.  Rela-
tionship with 
God must 
be central to 
the life of the 
believer.

In his book God and Human Suffering 
(1985), Douglas John Hall talks about 
suffering as becoming, and suffering 
as burden.  Most people, Christians in 
particular, are familiar with suffering 

as burden, what humanity must endure 
as a result of the fall.  What is not as 
commonly understood, but seems quite 
revelatory, is the suffering of becoming 
or, put another way, integrative suffer-
ing.  By this Hall means the struggle 
that is a part of the created order, 
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By Marjorie Hopkins
Associate Dean of Student Life
Emmanuel Bible College
Kitchener, Ontario

Comprehension spends its time 
attempting to bring the past and the 

future into the present, communion 
seeks to be present in the moment.

continued on page 6
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Human Suffering
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even before the fall.  He itemizes four 
components of struggle within human-
ity before the fall: 1) loneliness, 2) the 
experience of limits, 3) temptation, and 
4) anxiety (pp. 54-55).  Each of these 
elements are a part of all life, each one 
pointing us to our God, and our reality 
as created.

A Response
To give an answer to the problem of 
suffering is to lessen the reality of it.  It 
is inappropriate for anyone to attempt 
to give an inadequate answer, for that is 
all that anyone’s answers could be.  Like 
grace, suffering can be cheapened, and 
made into the fodder of a philosophical 
debate or discussion.  To do this would 
be to make humanity over in our im-
age, rather than in the image of God.

Suffering in our world is vast and 
varied.  Each person lives in a different 
set of circumstances, dictated not only 
by economic status, gender or intelli-
gence, but also personality type, family, 
friends, and past experiences.  There is 
a richness that exists in people, and this 
is the complexity into which their suf-
fering is borne and lived.

“Understanding something does not 
mean mastering it … Sin, like its com-
panion mystery, grace, cannot be finally 
understood; it can only be stood under, 
contemplated, and confessed” (Hall, 
1985, p. 89). So too with suffering.  No 
amount of questioning and researching 
can ever give a person an answer to the 

burning question of why.  In reality, 
all that a person can do in response to 
suffering is ask where will I go from 
here? And how has this process or event 
changed me?   

There is no way for anyone to avoid 
suffering; it is a part of life that must 
be engaged.  

No [one] will ever come 
to the truth and thus to a 
trustworthy bridge over the 
abyss of Nothingness who has 
not faced doubt, despair and 
shipwreck … [One] who knows 
what faith is must also have 
stood beneath the baleful eye 
of the demonic power against 
which we fling our faith.  
Faith is either a struggle, or it 
is nothing (Hall, 1985, p. 23). 

In truth, life is filled with beauty, 
laughter and joy, and these critical 
components must not be sacrificed on 
the altar of pain.  “Pain cannot erase 
the memory of shared laughter” (Hall, 
1985, p. 20).  

As Student Development professionals 
our role is to help people to engage 
their world, both the delightful and 
the disgusting, and to help them find 
where God has bestowed grace upon 
them.  That is not to say that our goal 
is to tell people to buck up, better times 
will come, but to communicate love 
and compassion to those in the midst 
of sorting through the circumstances 
they have received from life.  Life is not 

always fair, and not always easy, and 
too often it is tempting to compare one 
life to another as better, or worse, but 
we are given our own lives, and these 
are what we are called to live.

Life is a mystery, and it is a moment.  
Many people live many moments in a 
long series, but life can only be lived 
in the present moment.  No amount of 
effort can change what has happened in 
the past, and no amount of effort can 
predict or define the future.  Compre-
hension spends its time attempting to 
bring the past and the future into the 
present, communion seeks to be present 
in the moment.   Suffering and joy exist 
in the moments.  Memories are a part 
of the process, but the choices we have 
in front of us determine the path we 
will take.  

Humans have a choice: where will we 
choose to spend our time?  Will we seek 
out elusive comprehension, or engage 
in communion?  It is clear that only 
one of these choices will give us the 
opportunity to go deeper with our God, 
our friends, our families, our students 
and ourselves.  

Marjorie Hopkins has a BA in Religion 
from Rocky Mountain College (1999) and 
an MA in Student Development from 
Providence Seminary (2001). She recently 
returned from a trip to Mexico where she got 
lots of sun and gained a new brother-in-law!

continued from page 5
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After completing my nursing degree 
years ago, I found myself intrigued with 
the concepts and principles of Parish 
Nursing and so completed the training 
with the intention of working within a 
church setting.  I also wanted to work 
toward a degree in counseling, and after 
completing an M.A. in Counseling at 
Briercrest Seminary I was asked to con-
sider working half time as a nurse and 
the other half time as a counselor. See-
ing the potential, my excitement grew 

with the opportunity to bring these two 
professions together under the title of 
Parish Nurse.

Parish Nursing is different from other 
types of nursing in that it springs from 
the faith base of the church. The parish 
nurse role reclaims the historic roots 
of health and healing found in many 
religious traditions. It was out of the 
church that hospitals and nurses began 
to emerge, just as did schools and 

teachers in education. As a society, we 
have moved away from this model. The 
church supports the spiritual and some 
emotional components of the person 
but no longer addresses the physical 
side. Our health care system supports 
the physical and some emotional com-
ponents of the person, but has generally 
avoided addressing the spiritual side of 
the person. Parish Nursing attempts to 
promote a way of allowing the spiritual, 
emotional and physical component of 
our clients to be assessed and cared for 
– it becomes part of a total model of 
care giving. 

Parish Nursing has four tenets that 
determine its direction, namely: as-
sessment, advocacy, counselling and 
referral. This practice holds that 
individuals are “deserving to be treated 
with dignity, integrity, confidentiality, 
and protected from misinformation 
and misrepresentation”  (http://www.
capnm.ca/core_competencies.htm). We 
serve others with compassion, mercy 
and justice and we encourage others to 
take an active role in promoting health. 
It has been encouraging to witness the 
Student Development team at Briercrest 
catch the multiple role component of 
this position in a way that addresses the 
needs of students holistically.  

Tim McCarthy, Associate Director of 
Student Ministries for Chapel Programs 
at TWU comments on Debra Murphy’s 
book Teaching that transforms: Worship as 
the Heart of Christian Education: “We must 

  arish Nursing: 
Caring for the Whole Person

By Pat Stuka
Parish Nurse
Briercrest College and Seminary/Caronport High School
Caronport, SK

continued on page 7
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On March 30, 2006, approximately 25 
Student Affairs professionals gathered at 
Columbia Bible School in Abbotsford 
for our annual CACSD BC Regional 
Meeting. The attendees were primarily 
from Summit Pacific College, Colum-
bia Bible College and Trinity Western 
University. 

The theme of the evening was “The 
Power of Peace and Love – Student 
Development God’s Way.”  We began 
the evening at 7:00 pm with worship, 
led by Danielle Edwards Olsen, followed 
by prayer and a keynote session by 
Barton Priebe, senior pastor of Dunbar 
Heights Baptist Church in Vancouver. 
Barton spoke about “The Beatitudes: the 
Peacemakers” in Matthew 5:9 and how 
peacemaking, in the context of conflict, 
is the responsibility of all Student Devel-

opment professionals. This session was 
very well received. 

After Barton’s session, announcements 
and prayer requests were made. Trinity 
Western University has a new President 
(Dr. Jonathan S. Raymond) and Colum-
bia Bible College has a new Dean of 
Students. We prayed for God’s presence 
and direction in our Student Develop-
ment practices. 

During our break, we had good fellow-
ship over refreshments. Some of us made 
new friends, while others “caught up” 
with old friends. Next year, we would 
like to have more time for fellowship. 

There were two options for the 45-
minute evening sessions. Kirk Duncan, 
pastor and teacher, described the “rela-

tionship of love to God’s law and how 
love was the basis of life’s great commit-
ments.” Dr. Terry James, sessional profes-
sor at TWU, conducted a workshop: 
“Implications for support to students 
with a terminally ill family member: 
Finding peace in lessons from the end of 
life.” Dr. James based his session on the 
book by David Kuhl, M.D., and his own 
experiences working with seniors. 

We concluded the evening with CACSD-
related announcements, an evaluation, 
prayer and fellowship.

 006 BC Regional Report

prepared by Weldon Wong
BC Regional Representative
MA Leadership student, TWU
Vancouver, BC

lead holistically, incorporating mind, 
emotions, and body in ways that invite 
the whole person into a transforming 
relationship with the Triune God, draw-
ing on the historic and global resources 
of Christian worship.” As I read this, 
I thought of Parish Nursing in the 
same light: “we must [care] holistically, 
incorporating mind, emotions and body 
in ways that invite the whole person into 
a transforming relationship with the 
Triune God, drawing on the historic and 
global resources of Christian [health].” 

Beginning work in the Parish Nursing 
role, I found myself thinking about the 
students from this broad view. Unac-
customed to verbalizing this or act-
ing on it, I became more comfortable 
addressing these components as time 
went on. It has been exciting to see the 
impact. I am now in my second year of 
employment, and I am witnessing an 
increase in the number of times that 
this comes together in a practical way. 
When I see a client frequently in my 

role as a “nurse,” I am prompted to ask, 
“What else is going on in your life?” 
This simple question often opens the 
door for discussion about the stresses, 
struggles and anxieties that are plagu-
ing the student. On occasion, a student 
may leave the office after these kinds of 
conversations without requiring much 
“medical” intervention. On the other 
hand when I see a client in my role as 
a “counselor,” I frequently find myself 
asking clients about the amount of rest, 
food, exercise and physical illness that 
may impact emotional and spiritual 
health.  Sometimes, students simply 
need to go to bed and sleep for 12 
hours. As you can see, I find myself in 
the bigger picture, asking myself many 
questions at the same time: “Does this 
student need to see a doctor or a coun-
selor?” Because of the mandate of our 
evangelical campus, I can address these 
areas from a Christian perspective: lov-
ing one another, sharing our burdens, 
healing, etc. Whatever the need, I then 
access the larger team of caregivers 

– whether doctor, chaplain, counsellor, 
Resident Director, or parent.

This multiple role position fits my 
personality, my life goals and my faith. 
It is both busy and rewarding. Time 
seems to be the only deterrent – there 
just isn’t enough of it, so I must be 
selective. I see more potential than 
what I have energy for, but that’s the 
nature of Parish Nursing. God knows 
the need, God knows my heart and I 
can rest in the knowledge that He will 
guide and direct this work in the lives 
of our students. I am grateful that He 
allows me to be a part of the team here 
at Briercrest. 

Pat Stuka achieved a nursing degree at 
the Royal Alexandria Hospital in Edmon-
ton, AB, and later an MA in Marriage 
and Family Counselling from Briercrest 
Seminary degree from Briercrest Seminary 
(2003). She has four children. She started 
riding a motorcycle in August 2005. A 
recent highlight was her trip to Japan.  

Parish continued from page 6
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Colleen Taylor
Dean of Student Households
Briercrest College & Seminary
Caronport, SK 

On April 13th I sent this membership 
on the CACSD listserv: 

I would like to tag some 
CACSD member blogs in the 
next issue of Partner. 

If you are open to having your 
blog link -- and perhaps an 
excerpt or two -- published in 
the next issue of Partner (due 
out by end of April), please let 
me know. 

Also, I’m interested any notes 
about how you are using blogs 
in Student Development (com-
munication, fostering commu-
nity, etc.). 

Do you blog? What effects have 
you noticed?

It has been fascinating to receive re-
sponses, to browse the sites listed below, 
and to compare styles and purposes. I’m 
especially interested in the way Emman-
uel has been using BlogSpot for their 
school newspaper (where’s the paper?), 
and how Scott Francis used it with his 
small group. 

I have been using personal blogs for 
a couple of years now. In September 
I added a counter and have had more 

than 7,000 visitors since then!  
www.finding-a-voice.blogspot.com

This year I used a blog to increase 
communication among our non-dorm 
students, a typically scattered group: 
www.households.blogspot.com. I try to 
change the colours with the season, and 
I’d love to learn how to fun things with 
pictures and fonts in the headers and 
sidebars. Because I’m extremely curious, 
I added a counter to the site to track the 
number of visitors. We’ve heard from a 
few people who appreciate this source of 
information, and have even had a few 
comments. It might take awhile to really 
catch on, but it’s a good start.

Chris Harwood
Residence Director
Bethany College, Hepburn, SK

Email Conversation

Chris Harwood wrote:
I have a blog, but it’s a per-
sonal one.  I have no problem 
with people reading it, or with 
you posting a link.  It’s not 
very SD related, just in case 
that’s what you’re actually 
looking for. http://chris-har-
wood.blogspot.com/

Colleen Taylor wrote:
Thanks, Chris. Actually, I 
think your blog is quite SD 
related in a couple of ways:
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  LOGGING AND 
STUDENT 
DEVELOPMENT

Blog 

(From Wikipedia, 
the free encyclopedia)

A weblog (usually shortened to 
blog, but occasionally spelled web 
log) is a web-based publication con-
sisting primarily of periodic articles 
(normally in reverse chronological 
order). Although most early we-
blogs were manually updated, tools 
to automate the maintenance of 
such sites made them accessible to 
a much larger population, and the 
use of some sort of browser-based 
software is now a typical aspect of 
“blogging”. Blogs can be hosted by 
dedicated blog hosting services, or 
they can be run using blog software 
on regular web hosting services.

Like other media, blogs often focus 
on a particular subject, such as 
food, politics, or local news. Some 
blogs function as online diaries. 
A typical blog combines text, im-
ages, and links to other blogs, web 
pages, and other media related to 
its topic.

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weblog, 
accessed April 27, 2006.)

continued on page 9
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     (1) The obvious: occasional 
references to your job, your 
students.
     (2) The transparency with 
which you write your posts 
and their potential to be in-
structive for your students who 
read them.

Which leads to a question: Do 
your students know about and 
follow your blog?

If so, do they comment? How 
has your blog influenced your 
conversations and relation-
ships with your students? What 
about your colleagues?

Chris Harwood wrote: 
I haven’t hidden the address 
of my blog from students.  A 
number of them follow and 
they even occasionally com-
ment.  I have a couple of 
students’ blogs linked to mine, 
as well, and so follow their 
comments.

As for influence on conversa-
tions with students, I cannot 
say that it’s had much of an 
effect, except that from time to 
time they think what I’ve said 
was funny.  Only one of my 
colleagues reads my blog and 
I his.  We regularly talk about 
what we have posted and 
respond often.

Tim Grace
re. EBC Student Newspaper
Emmanuel Bible College, Kitchener, ON
 We’ve started using BlogSpot as 
our host for the Student Newspaper this 
year at Emmanuel.  It’s very versatile 
and user-friendly.  A great way to get 
information out to the students and 
be friendly to the trees [and wallets]. 
http://voiceofebc.blogspot.com 

Steph Card
International Education and Exchange Advisor
University of Western Ontario, London, ON

Here is the link to my blog. It isn’t that 
much, or really that great but I do it 
because it links the very diverse people 
in my life to a more real me and so they 
can see what I’m doing. http://www.
stepharoundtheworld.blogspot.com/

I am currently using this blog with the 
‘Christian/ministry’ side of my Student 
Development. There are a lot of people 
in our large college and careers group 
that are involved in a community blog 
(http://romanticparadox.blogspot.com/) 
and it has brought us together and to a 
point of thinking about how we will be 
the future/next generation of leaders/ 
pastors/educators, and the dialogue is 
amazing. A good chunk of us went to 
the Evolving Church conference at Tyn-
dale last weekend. It was phenomenal.

Melanie Humphreys
Vice President for Student Life
Lithuania Christian College, Klaipeda, Lithuania

My blog (www.xanga.com/mel_lenia) 
was started more as a link to a couple 
friends but blogs are never that private.  

The jury is still out for me about blogs. 
It is community building or at least 
connects people across small and great 
distances. It is both a place to be real 
and a place to hide.  Reveals both little 
and much about a person. Can be used 
to inform or to misinform. It attracts 
a varied audience—students or faculty, 
friends or lurkers ... 

Scott Francis
Dean of Students
Full Gospel Bible College, Eston, SK

Blogging became a trend with our 
student body this year, and I am partly 
to blame for that. I forced my student 
small group to start their own blogs. 

Others followed suit and by the end of 
the year about a third of our students 
were blogging. You can see some of 
them linked on my own blog:  
www.estonknights.blogspot.com

The problem I have with letting my 
blog be known on CACSD is that it 
is written informally to my friends 
the students. There are a few inside 
jokes and cultural comments that only 
make sense if you are familiar with our 
quirks. It is far from APA format. If 
you can forgive the unfamiliar familiar-
ity, then check it out.
 
What I most enjoyed through the year 
and anticipate throughout the summer 
is the surprises that come. There were 
many bloggers that were closet poets, 
and unknown thinkers. They feel free 
to express themselves in the blog, where 
they are somewhat repressed by inhab-
itions on campus. Of course, there were 
a few posts where inhibitions would 
have been helpful, but overall the stu-
dent body benefited.
 
There is also something to be said for 
extra-curricular writing. It is one of the 
goals of our college to develop student’s 
abilities to communicate effectively, and 
writing is a primary way to shape that. 
 
As the Dean of Students, I often used 
it to coach and influence the students 
throughout the semester. It is important 
that leaders help interpret the culture 
and events of the year. We serve as 
meaning makers. We shape opinions 
with our own, and steer the culture 
towards wholeness.
 
I am not sure how it would look in a 
large college where you do not know ev-
erybody, but in a small school like ours 
(110 students) blogging was a rich part 
of the “body of Christ” experience. 

Blogging continued from page 8
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Millar College of the Bible in Pambrun, SK
Iris Waldner was doing an internship in 
Student Life here last year as part of her 
requirements for the 4 year degree program. 
She has been invited to stay on as staff 
with Student Life for one more year. It is 
a unique position, created for her, with an 
eye towards her future on the mission field. 
Officially, it will be an ‘Assistant Dean’ 
position. We are quite excited to have Iris 
around for another year. (submitted by 
Michele Harder, Dean of Women)

Booth College, Winnipeg, MB
After eight years of service at Booth Col-
lege, Lynn Armstrong will be returning to 
Pastor a church. Lynn Armstrong served 
Booth as our Director of Spiritual Life. 
Students, faculty and staff have greatly 
benefited from her ministry. She will be 
missed. (submitted by Steve Sutherland, 
Dean of Students) 

Briercrest College and Seminary,  
Caronport, SK
Congratulations to Terry Wolverton, Resi-
dence Director, on completing a Master of 
Arts in Leadership and Management: Edu-
cational Studies from Briercrest Seminary.

Full Gospel Bible College, Eston, SK
Congratulations to Scott Francis, Dean of 
Students, on completing a Master of Arts 
in Leadership and Management: Organiza-
tional Leadership from Briercrest Seminary.
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